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Fun Facts
Ranking 35th among the
states in land area, Ohio's 88
counties cover 41,222
square miles, including 247
square miles of inland water
and 3,457 square miles of
Lake Erie. The State extends
225 miles from east to west
and 215 miles from north to
south.

JSWCD Mission Statement

“Promoting Conservation of
Our Lands and Waters”
We are online and on Facebook
www.jeﬀersonswcd.org

JSWCD BOARD:
Mark Nelson, Chair
Duayne Wetherell, Vice Chair
Shawn Dougherty, Secretary
Ken Perkins, Treasurer
Stephanie Vance, Public Rela+ons

JSWCD STAFF:
Irene Moore, District Administrator
Wendee Dodds, Opera+ons Manager/Natural Resources Specialist
Brandon Andresen, Water Quality Coordinator
Aaron Dodds, Projects Manager
Open Posi+on, Cross Creek/Yellow Creek Watershed Coordinator
Amy Browning, Bookkeeping Manager/Program Assistant

JSWCD ASSOCIATE BOARD MEMBERS: Dr. Eric Haenni, Kam Pendleton & Paul Sweeney
NRCS STAFF: Beth Kruprzak, Clint Finney and Hans Baltzly

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) & JSWCD prohibit discrimination in all programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a
part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."

JSWCD Board Meeting · March 21
National Agriculture Day · March 22
Deadline to Order Fish · March 25
Fish Pick-up · March 31
JSWCD Board Meeting · April 18
JSWCD Board Meeting · May 16
Memorial Day (Oﬃce Closed) · May 30
JSWCD Board Meeting · TBA
Independence Day (Oﬃce Closed) · July 4
JSWCD Board Meeting · July 18
JSWCD Board Meeting · August 15
Jeﬀerson County Fair · August 15-21
Labor Day (Oﬃce Closed) · September 5
JSWCD Board Meeting · September 19
Farm Science Review · September 20-22
Columbus Day (Oﬃce Closed) · October 10
JSWCD Board Meeting · October 17
Veterans Day (Oﬃce Closed) · November 11
JSWCD Board Meeting · November 21
Thanksgiving Day (Oﬃce Closed) · November 24
JSWCD Board Meeting · December 19

Dougherty Takes Oath
Shawn Dougherty was sworn into office as a SWCD board members on January 6th by Jefferson
County Commissioner, Tom Graham. Dougherty joins Mark Nelson, Duayne Wetherell, Ken Perkins
and Stephanie Vance as 2022 board members. SWCD Supervisors are elected by county residents and
serve a 3 year uncompensated term to direct the district program. Board members develop policies and
set program goals for the District. Dougherty states, “I look forward to working with the current board
members and learning more about the projects and goals of JSWCD.

The percentages of land use
by major categories are:

District staff joined Dougherty at the County
Commissioners meeting to witness the
swearing-in of the Districts first new board
member since 2018. “The JSWCD does a
great job, we appreciate everything they do
for Jefferson County”, stated Graham.
(Herald-Star, Vol. 216 No.185, (January 7,
2022) by Linda Harris. Board members also
appreciate the continued support from county
commissioners of the SWCD program. Their
dedication to the conservation of our soil
and water resources make our
community a better place to live.

• Agriculture 60%
• Forestland 33%
(public & private)

• Urban- 3%
• Other- 4%

(Data obtained from The Ohio Department of
Developments State Profile)

Ohio is one of 13 states
which comprise the
Appalachian Region. Of its
88 counties, 29 counties
within Ohio have been
designated as part of the
Appalachian Region. These
counties are located south of
the diagonal line which runs
from the southwest to
northeast portion of the
State.
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Newly elected JSWCD
Board Member
Shawn Dougherty and
Commissioner
Dr. Thomas Graham

Reorganization of officers for
the SWCD Board of
Supervisors for 2022 took
place at the Districts’ monthly
meeting in January. Officers
are as follows: Chairperson, Mark
Nelson; Vice-chairperson, Duayne
Wetherell; Treasurer, Ken Perkins;
Secretary, Shawn Dougherty and Public Relations, Stephanie Vance.

District board meetings are held the third Monday of each month and are open to the public to attend.
Please call our office or check the Districts’ website for date and time verification.
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Local Logging
Professionals
Maintain
Certifications
Steel Valley Loggers Chapter members
actively participate in trainings and programs to
promote their profession
The Ohio Forestry Association, Inc. (OFA) Master
Loggers Program is a voluntary certification
program for logging contractors and their
employees. Loggers are trained in chainsaw safety,
Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for soil and
water protection, first aid and CPR. Program
participants are required to hold membership in a
regional loggers’ chapter.
The Steel Valley Loggers Chapter is one of nine
chapters in Ohio and is supported through the
Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District with
assistance from the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, Division of Forestry. The membership is
comprised of local loggers representing a 4 county
area. The members of the chapter meet quarterly
to secure continuing education opportunities and to
develop partnerships for projects and programs.
This partnership has generated collaborations on
forestry field days, youth scholarships to Camp
Canopy (OFA Forestry Camp) and other programs
to promote good logging practices.
Periodic re-certification is required to maintain their
OFA Master Logger status in order keep up to date
on new innovations, techniques and industry
issues. Also, required through the program are
BMP monitoring inspections. The inspection is
done on an active site and a closed timber harvest
site for the purpose of insuring the logger is
following the Best Management Practice guidelines.
The inspection results in feedback to the Ohio
Forestry Association and the Logger Standard
Council.
Recently the Steel Valley Loggers Chapter
membership met and held their election of officers.
Clint Carpenter, DeNoon Lumber, was re-elected
as President. Ben Sharp, Sharp Logging, was
nominated and elected the Vice President and Bill
DeNoon, DeNoon Lumber, was re-elected to the
position of Secretary/Treasurer.
For more information about the OFA Master
Loggers Certification Program or the Steel Valley
Loggers Chapter contact
imoore@jeffersoncountyoh.com.

2022 Ohio Master
Logger of the Year
Curt Jones
During their Annual Meeting held in Columbus, Ohio
recently the Ohio Forestry Association named
Curtiss “Curt” Jones as the 2022 Ohio Master
Logger of the Year. His logging company, Lumber
Stumpers, is located out of Lisbon, Ohio. Jones and
his wife Lisa attended the event and accepted the
traditional walnut wood plaque.
Jones has been a logging professional since the
1990’s moving
back to Ohio
from California
after his tour of
duty serving in
the Army. He
has been a
member of the
Steel Valley
Loggers
Chapter since
it organized in
2000 and he
continually
maintains the
requirements to satisfy his Ohio Master Logger
Certification.
When asked to describe their working relationships
with Curt, state and consulting foresters, agency
partners and his peers all agree that he is wellorganized, takes great pride in his work and is very
skilled in every step of the timber harvest process.

WOODLOT OWNERS RESOURCES
Forest management has to do with providing a forest
the proper care so that it remains healthy and strong
in order to provide the products and resources
needed by the landowner.
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR),
Division of Soil & Water Conservation, in cooperation
with Ohio's Soil and Water Conservation Districts
have established the Ohio Timber Harvest Planning
Program. The program's purpose is to assist
landowners, loggers & foresters with the pre-planning
of logging activity.
For more information in developing a Timber Harvest
Plan, call our offices.
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AMERICAN SPIKENARD (Aralia racemosa):
Height: 3 to 4 feet
Bloom Time: June to August
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Flower: Showy
Attracts: Birds and Pollinators

Spread: 3 to 5 feet
Bloom Description: White
Suggested Use: Natural Area, texture
Tolerate: Drought
Native to: Jefferson County

This shrub is a semi-herbaceous plant like the popular and invasive butterfly bush,
meaning that it mainly comprised of soft stems that sprout every year. A member of the ginseng,
American Spikenard has been used as a substitute in the making of sarsaparilla.
The branches are a shiny dark maroon to near black in color and rise from the large aromatic root systems. The true
showstopper of the plant is the flowers which appear in early summer and give way to dark purple berries that are highly
desired by birds. The large leaves on this plant provide great texture and contrast in the landscape. The name of American
Spikenard is a bit of a misnomer, as there are no thorns or spikes on the plant.
The Quaker, John Bartram, offered this plant for sale in his for sale in Bartram's Catalogue of American Trees, Shrubs, and
Herbacious Plants (1783). The American Spikenard’s population in Jefferson County has been largely decimated over the
years through habitat loss.
The American Spikenard is a host plant for 4 species of butterflies and moths and attracts 12 different genera of birds.
However, the true importance of this plant is as a food source for birds and pollinators.

AMERICAN BEAUTYBERRY (Callicarpa americana):
Height: 3 to 6 feet
Bloom Time: June to August
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Fruit: Very Showy - Purple
Attracts: Birds, Butterflies, Pollinators

Spread: 3 to 6 feet
Bloom Description: Lavender/Pink
Suggested Use: Hedge
Tolerate: Clay Soil
Native to: Appalachia

The American Beautyberry is a small shrub that recently is beginning to get its due respect.
Flowers and fruit are produced on new wood, and the shrub does experience some die back in
Jefferson County as Jefferson County is at the far north of its native range. However, die back is not
that big of an issue as it will promote more berries.
The berries are the most desired component of this plant. The relatively insignificant flowers develop into prolific bright violet
to magenta berry-like drupes which encircle the stem putting on a magnificent display. These fruits remain attractive for a
long time although they are generally gone before severe winter weather.
This plant was a favorite of Thomas Jefferson who in 1771 directed that several American Beautyberries be planted around
his home Monticello. While in Paris immediately following the American Revolution, Jefferson spoke so highly of the shrub
that they were highly sought. His close friend, Madame de Tessé, requested that Jefferson arrange for plants to be sent for
her estate at Chaville, as a way to highlight her respect for America.
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BUTTONBUSH (Cephalanthus occidentalis):
Height: 4 to 8 feet
Bloom Time: June to July
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Flower: Showy and Fragrant
Attracts: Butterflies & Honey Bees

Resources available in our office include:
• Soil Test Kits

Spread: 4 to 6 feet
Bloom Description: White
Suggested Use: Natural Area/ Wet Area
Tolerate: Wet Soils, Clay Soils, Deer
Native to: Jefferson County

• Jefferson County Plat Book and Wall Maps
• Home Sewage Treatment System Applications
• Woodlot Packets

Buttonbush is a great plant for a dramatic display. The flowers resemble large white
coronavirus cells, circular in shape with small soft spike protruding. A small red fruit
appears later in the fall which is enjoyed by a variety of birds. This plant is best used in wet areas, but
can be used in the general landscape.
This shrub is a powerhouse for honey. The nectar and pollen it produces makes it a favorite for all species of bees and
butterflies. The leaves have a foul taste to wildlife, so deer browsing is not an issue; however, the fruit produced from the
bush is a favorite among birds.
First documented in 1735, the buttonbush was slowly collected and harvested. Philadelphia nurseryman Bernard McMahon
listed it as “Swamp button-wood” in the appendix of his book, The American Gardener’s Calendar, 1806 stating “Flowers
attract butterflies and the fruits resemble old-fashioned dress buttons, hence the common name.”
The Buttonbush hosts 24 species of butterflies and moths in Jefferson County including the Beautiful Wood-nymph and the
Lost Owlet Moth. Birds such as wild turkey, ducks, Cedar waxwings and many other seed bird varieties exploit this shrub.

OAKLEAF HYDRANGEA (Hydrangea quercifolia):
Height: 4 to 6 feet
Bloom Time: May to July
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Flower: Showy, Dried/Cut Flowers
Attracts: pollinators

Spread: 4 to 6 feet
Bloom Description: White
Suggested Use: Hedge, natural area
Tolerate: Wet Soils, Clay Soils, Deer
Native to: Appalachia

Oakleaf Hydrangeas are landscape masterpieces. The large white pyramidal flower persists
for several weeks before slowly changing to a purplish pink color that last for another week or so. Once
the flower is spent it will dry on the shrub and last well into the winter. The large oak leaf shape leaves
on this plant provide great texture on the landscape and in the fall the leaves turn a rich deep burgundy red that will persist
into early winter. The bark exfoliates revealing rich hues of cinnamon brown contrasted on the light brown stems.
The Quaker, William Bartram, found this plant in 1776 while on a trip funded by Dr. John Fothergill. The Revolutionary War
prevented this plant from being propagated and traded, but popularity came soon thereafter.
The Oakleaf hydrangea is only a host plant for 10 species of butterflies and moths in Jefferson County, but is a source of
food for many others. The Audubon Society has found that over 14 different genera of birds are attracted to the shrub.

Time to
Change
Your
Mowing
Habits

Since grass cutting season is fast approaching,
it’s time to consider a change. In an effort to
save money and time, it’s time to break old
habits and change up the way you mow your
lawn. By making some changes not only will
your lawn be greener and healthier but you’ll
help reduce nutrient pollution in our streams and
waterways.
Keeping the mower high, not scalping the grass,
will help prevent weeds and stop moisture from
evaporating from the topsoil. Using a mulching
mower or leaving the grass clippings on the lawn
will provide your lawn with free nutrients that
you would otherwise have to buy as fertilizers
and chemicals to get the same benefits. By
leaving the clippings on the lawn you’re helping
to remove the millions of tons of synthetic
fertilizers placed on lawns which contributes to
harmful algal blooms.
Don’t blow grass clippings into the street or onto
the sidewalk where they can be washed into the
storm drains when it rains. Sweep or use a leaf
blower to get them back on your lawn. The
clippings that are left in the road and/or sidewalk
when washed into the storm drain can also
contribute to harmful algal blooms. Also, leaving
grass clippings in the street can be considered a
safety hazard, especially for motorcycle riders,
creating a slick surface.
Finally, don’t toss your clippings over the bank
or hillside. More times likely than not, there’s a
stream located below the bank and the clippings
can wash into the stream. Consider creating a
compost pile instead.
By making a few changes to your mowing habits,
you’ll save time, money (especially with rising
gas prices) and help prevent pollution to the
streams and waterways. Contact JSWCD with
any questions or if you’d like more information
on how to prevent stormwater pollution.

Timber Tax
Tips for 2021
Tax Tips for Forest Landowners
for the 2021 Tax Year is now
available. The “tax tips” provided in
this publication are intended to assist
forest landowners and their tax
advisors in preparing their 2021
Federal income tax returns. It can
also help plan for future years.
https://www.timbertax.org/
publications/fs/taxtips/
TaxTip2021.pdf?

FRIENDSHIP PARK
RECLAMATION PROJECT
TAKING SHAPE
If you have visited Friendship Park or the
Smithfield area recently you can’t help but
notice the major earth moving. Friendship
Park and the Foster Fluharty Farm LLC have
been the beneficiaries of Federal, State and
local dollars to eliminate dangerous highwalls
and restore 32.5 acres of strip mine land.
The public will soon be able to enjoy 1.5
miles of walking and
bridle trails, 1.5 acres
of wetland habitat,
4.3 acres of pollinator
habitat, and 8 acres
of new forestland/ biodiversity.
Friendship Park is planning a Community
Work Day to help complete the project
with plantings and placement of other
enhancements. Depending on weather,
April and later is hopefully the plan for the
Work Day. Stay tuned to JSWCD
Facebook page and Park website
https://friendship.jeffersoncountyoh.com
for further updates.

Now is the perfect time to stock your pond for future fishing fun!
Order your fish from Jefferson SWCD’s fish stocking sale by using the Fish Order Form included in this newsletter or
by visiting our website at www.jeffersonswcd.org. The website offers the convenience to place your order online by
using a credit card (orders placed online are charged a small convenience fee) or to download the order form for
mailing. Order deadline is March 25, 2022. Fish pickup will be Thursday, March 31st from 1-2:00 p.m. in the
JSWCD office (Towers Building) parking lot. For questions regarding stocking, please call our office.
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CHESTNUT OAK (Quercus montana):
Height: 40 to 70 feet
Bloom Time: April
Sun: Full sun
Flower: Insignificant
Fall Color: Copper to Brown

Spread: 40 to 70 feet
Bloom Description: Yellowish green
Suggested Use: Shade Tree, Street Tree
Tolerate: Dry soils, poor soils
Native to: Jefferson County

The Chestnut Oak’s name derives from the leaf shape which closely resembles the leaf of
the chestnut the tree is part of the white oak family and is a good shade tree. Chestnut
Oaks can tolerate very dry and poor soils and can be used to reclaim strip mine lands.
Native to Jefferson County the tree is most often found in the crags and rocks of the hills of Jefferson
County. The tree was noted for its wood and harvested greatly for many generations. Less common
than other oaks in the area, the tree is an excellent source of food for wild turkey, deer, and squirrels. An old hunter once
exclaimed that when times were desperate to sit under the shade of this tree and the game will come to you.
The Shingle Oak hosts 447 species of butterflies and moths in Jefferson County including the Oak leaf roller and the Red
Spotted Admiral. Chestnut Oak provides habitat and food for a wide variety of birds. Over 20 genera of birds depend on the
species.

SHRUBS
‘BLUE SHADOW’ FOTHERGILLA (Fothergilla gardenia ‘Blue Shadow’ ):
Height: 2 to 4 feet
Bloom Time: April to May
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Flower: Showy and Fragrant
Use: Pollinators, early bloom, fall color

Spread: 3 to 5 feet
Bloom Description: White
Fall Color: Yellow, Orange, Red (at same time)
Attracts: Butterflies & Honey Bees
Native to: Appalachia

Fothergilla is an underutilized and often overlooked shrub. Early to bloom in the spring with
small 2½ - 3” tall white aromatic flowers, Fothergilla is great for anyone that wants to attract pollinators.
The ‘Blue Shadow’ cultivar has leaves with a greenish-blue hue that provides great contrast and
interest in the garden or naturalized area. There are no serious insect or disease problems with this
plant and the maintenance is extremely low.
The name of the plant derives from Dr. John Fothergill, a Quaker physician, philanthropist, and amateur plant collector. Dr.
Fothergill personally financed the collection and propagation of many American plants. John and William Bartram often were
funded by Dr. Fothergill and their collective work helped to give America and American agriculture credibility in Europe.
The tree is a host plant for 82 species of butterflies and moths and attracts 14 different genera of birds.
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Jeﬀerson County
Home Sewage Treatment
System Repair/Replacement
Assistance Program
Continues for 2022

OAKS
WHITE OAK (Quercus alba):
Height: 50 to 80 feet
Bloom Time: May
Sun: Full sun
Flower: Insignificant
Use: Winter Interest, Erosion Control, Birds

Spread: 50 to 80 feet
Bloom Description: Yellowish green
Suggested Use: Shade Tree
Tolerate: Black Walnut, Clay Soils, Dry Soils
Native to: Jefferson County

Commonly called the ‘King of the Oaks’ this well-known tree presents a magnificent
appearance and almost unparalleled value for pollinators, birds, and wildlife. The acorns are one of the
best sources of food for wildlife and are gathered, hoarded, and consumed by birds, deer, chipmunks,
and squirrels.
White Oaks host 534 known species of moth and butterflies. The caterpillars but it’s also vital for many of Ohio’s migrant
songbirds, which depend mightily on these little wrigglers for their survival. For example, the imperiled cerulean warbler is
largely dependent on older, larger white oaks for nesting and reproductive success. This beautiful bird has declined more
dramatically in recent years than any of our other migrant songbirds. The recovery and future success of white oak is one of
the major keys to the cerulean warblers’ future.
At one point the white oak made up 60% of the forest canopy in Jefferson County, but because the wood is in such high
demand the current forest canopy of Jefferson County is believed to only have white oak make up 11% of the trees. This
decline is staggering and ecologically could result in the decline of a variety of plant, animal, and fungi species in the area.

Poverty Guidelines and the home must be owned and
occupied by the applicant. The home’s septic system
must also be documented as failing by the Jefferson
County Health Department.

Due to the large number of failing septic systems in the
county and the high cost of replacing a system, we
anticipate there will be more eligible projects than there
County residents again have an opportunity to have their are dollars to fund them. Eligible applications will be
scored based on watershed and environmental factors to
faulty septic system repaired or replaced with funding
determine the order in which projects are funded. The
administered through the Jefferson Soil and Water
number of septic systems that can be replaced or
Conservation District, in partnership with the Jefferson
repaired with the funding will depend on the actual costs
County Health Department. The county has recently
been awarded $150,000 in funding from the Ohio EPA to of individual projects.
assist income-eligible homeowners with the repair or
Applicants who are successful in securing the funding
replacement of existing failing home septic systems that can qualify for 50%, 85% or 100% of the septic system
are causing impairment to groundwater, creeks, and
repair or replacement project or connection cost,
streams in Jefferson County’s watersheds.
depending on income.
The program funding comes from the Water Pollution
Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) administered by the Ohio
EPA Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance
and Ohio Water Development Authority. The program
has a focus on improving the quality of the state’s water
resources, and approximately $35 million dollars in
principal forgiveness funding was made available in Ohio
for 2022.

Homeowners interested in applying for funding may get
additional information or request an application packet by
calling (740)264-9790 or emailing:
wzadanski@jeffersoncountyoh.com

Applicants will need to provide proof of income and home
ownership as well as photo identification when submitting
an application. Completed applications and required
documentation must be received in the Jefferson Soil and
For a homeowner to be considered eligible for the
Water Conservation District office by 4:00 p.m. on
program, total household income must be under 300% of Monday, April 18, 2022.
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

SHINGLE OAK (Quercus imbricaria):

Height: 40 to 60 feet
Bloom Time: April
Sun: Full sun
Flower: Insignificant
Fall Color: Variations of Red & Yellow

Selling Opportunity for Local Growers:
Farmers’ gateway Market

Spread: 40 to 60 feet
Bloom Description: Yellowish green
Suggested Use: Shade Tree, Street Tree
Tolerate: Black Walnut
Native to: Jefferson County

This tree is part of the red oak family with a conical shape and is considered a medium sized oak
tree. The grain on the tree is rather straight, which made the tree the perfect species to create wood
shingles which is where the common name originates. The leaves have a shape that is atypical to the
common perception of oak leaves, as the leaves are not lobed and are a narrow, oblong, and smooth margined with a rich
dark glossy green appearance. The leaves are almost magnolia like in appearance. The tree can be pruned and kept as a
hedge.
The Shingle oak is found most abundantly in the Ohio Valley and the Shingle Oak was second only to the White Oak in
population in Jefferson County. The tree has seen a significant decline since settlement took place and is not harder to find
in the wild.
The Shingle Oak hosts 477 species of butterflies and moths in Jefferson County including the Banded Purple Butterfly, Spun
Glass Slug, Clymene Moth, and Great Leopard Moth. Shingle Oaks attract a variety of bird species including attracts
Woodpeckers, Orioles, Vireos, Wrens, Cardinals, Blue Jays, Finches, Grosbeaks, Titmouse, Nuthatches, Mockingbirds,
Chickadees, Warblers, Towhees, and Thrushes. The acorns are a significant source of food for squirrels and blue jays.
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As spring approaches and planting time nears, local
farmers and growers are encouraged to keep the
Farmers’ gateway Market in mind as a selling opportunity
this year. According to Irene Moore, District
Administrator for the Jefferson Soil and Water
Conservation District, “Coordination of the market is an
effort to accommodate local farmers, growers and
consumers who have other commitments during the
traditional workday.”

A key feature of the Farmers’ gateway Market is that
items for sale are grown, produced, or raised in the local
area. Visitors to the market should keep in mind that fruit
and vegetable selection varies as the local growing
season progresses.

The market, coordinated by the Jefferson Soil and Water
Conservation District, will be held in the front parking lot
of Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in Wintersville, on
Wednesday evenings from early summer through fall.
The Wednesday evening Producers and consumers should stay tuned, as the
Farmers’ gateway Market 2022 market dates and selling hours will be announced
within the next few weeks.
continues to encourage
increased participation of
Only food items and agriculturally-based items not for
area farmers and
human consumption such as plants, cut flowers,
growers, as well as
cornstalks, etc. are permitted to be sold at the market.
consumers in search of
Additionally the market will accept several vendors selling
fresh foods. Items sold
handcrafted artisan items. Interested vendors can obtain
during the 2021 market
season included produce such as lettuce and other fresh a complete application packet, including the Market Rules
greens, herbs, peppers, garlic, tomatoes, and more. Last and Seller’s Agreement by calling the JSWCD office at
year’s market also included meats, plants, honey, herbal (740)264-9790.
soaps, handmade pottery, jams and jellies, artisan baked
goods and a variety of other items.
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VIRGINIA PINE (Pinus virginiana):

Piney Fork Trail
The Piney Fork area is well known
for its role in the coal mining
industry, but often overlooked for its
sheer beauty and the natural
features that first brought people to
the valley.

The trail will extend over four miles
and cross over a series of historic
bridges. The trail will be for passive
use only and vehicular traffic such
as UTV’s or ATV’s will not be
permitted.

Through the generous donation of
Jeffco Resources Inc, the Jefferson
Soil and Water Conservation
District became
owners of the
former rail yard
and corridor that
extends from the
unincorporated
village of Piney
Fork to State
Route 151 near Hopedale, Ohio.
The former rail corridor property
follows the Piney Fork stream
rather closely and large swaths of
the stream is on property.

This conservation project will not
only preserve the natural elements
of the land and waters, but the rich
historic
fiber of
the
region
and the
people
who
through
their lives and work forged the
identity of the area.

Jefferson Soil and Water
Conservation District’s Piney Fork
Trail will be a recreational trail
over the former New York
Central rail bed and following
the beautiful and meandering
Piney Fork Stream.
Focus will be on restoring the
riparian corridor on the property
while also providing a place for
people to get outside and
experience the tranquility and
beauty of nature on bicycle and
foot.

Using the District’s 78 years of
expertise as well the many local,
state, and federal partners in which
the District collaborates, the plan is
to restore, enhance, and conserve

Height: 30 to 60 feet
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Water: Medium
Attracts: Birds

The Virginia Pine was typically found along the Ohio River riparian in Jefferson County, but
has nearly been expatriated from the county by the settlements, roads, and railroads. This
evergreen tree is unique as it has a loose pyramidal growth that eventually forms a rounded
flat top comprised of spreading branches. .

BECOME A PLANK OWNER
The Piney Fork Trail crosses over 4
historic railroad bridges. Now is your
time to get involved and become a
Plank Owner!
Sponsor a wood plank board that will
be used to refinish the decking on
these old bridges and have your
name engraved on a plaque that will
be on the plank on the bridge.
A great gift or legacy that will be seen
by all who use the trail. Each
sponsorship plank is $65.00 each or
get two planks for $100.00.
All contributions and donations are
tax deductible.
PLANK OWNER SPONSOR
Name:________________________________________

Number of Planks ______________________________

Piney Fork and create an area with
great biodiversity that can be used
for recreation and education.
The property will be enhanced with
native plantings that improve the
overall health, beauty, and quality
of the ecosystem of the Piney Fork
Valley.

Spread: 10 to30 feet
Suggested Use: Wildlife/ Winter Interest
Tolerate: Deer, Dry Soil, Clay Soils, Black Walnut
Native to: Jefferson County

Submit and Make Checks Payable to:
Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District
500 Market Street Mezzanine Suite 4
Steubenville, Ohio 43952
Or
Sponsorship can also be completed at
www.jeffersonswcd.org using a credit card.

The Piney Fork Trail Project is
welcome to sponsorships for
benches, signs, trailheads, and
native plants. A large project will be
the revitalization of the four bridges
and there is an opportunity to
become a plank sponsor.

In 1768, Philip Miller described the Virginia Pine in his quintessential work The Gardeners’ Dictionary as the perfect example
of the American evergreen. The Mingo Tribe that lived in Jefferson County used the Virginia Pine for many purposes and
planted the tree with great regularity from stock obtained from the Monongahela Valley where they are more plentiful.
Medicinally, the Mingo people used it for many symptoms like stiffness of the body, colds, fevers, tuberculosis, and
constipation. They also used Virginia Pine for certain cultural rituals. In burial rituals, the branches of the Virginia Pine were
burned and the ashes were used for a fire in their homes to free the spirit while the tar held onto the memories Further to pay
tribute to the wind that carried the spirits they would create a drink to toast the wind by using the needles of the tree to infuse
an apple juice.
The Virginia Pine prefers well-drained loamy or clay soils; however, it will also grow on very poor soil where it will be smaller
in size. The tree has been used widely utilized in reclamation projects as the tree will grow on strip mine ground.
The tree is a host plant for 193 species of butterflies and moths in the greater Jefferson County area including the Eastern
tailed-blue, Eastern Tiger Swallowtail, Promethea Silk moth, and the Fringed Looper. The Virginia pine attracts 19 different
genera of birds which include Cedar Waxwings, Wood Warbler, Thrushes, and Grosbeaks.
DEVIL’S WALKING STICK (Aralia spinose):
Height: 35 to 60 feet
Bloom Time: July to August
Sun: Part shade to Full Shade
Flower: Showy and Fragrant
Attracts: Butterflies & Honey Bees

Spread: 25 to 35 feet
Bloom Description: White
Suggested Use: Wildlife/ Winter Interest
Tolerate: Deer
Native to: Jefferson County

Perhaps the most unique and potentially the rarest tree native to Jefferson County and Ohio
is the Devil’s Walking stick. This tree is special as it has a plethora of thorns and the largest leaves of
any plant in North America. However, don’t let the thorns and leave size scare you. The thorns provide
visually magnificent displays unlike any other plant and create great winter interest and habitat for birds and
butterflies. The leaves appear at the top of the stems and are compound, bi- and tri-pinnate in style and measure 3-4 feet in
length, but appear to be smaller. The tree’s appearance is often described as palm tree-like. The texture and depth of this
plant on the landscape is invaluable.
The true showstopper of devil’s walking stick is the flower. These white flowers borne in the middle of summer are three to
four feet in length and fill the area with a strong lemony smell. The flowers give way to a small berry-like drupe that is craved
by wildlife and is edible by humans.
The Mingo people of Jefferson County used Devil’s Walking Stick for a variety of purposes. They planted the tree around
gardens and fruit trees to prevent browsing by livestock, and also situated them around the perimeter of their camp to
prevent surprise attacks. The flowers and fruit were used for trade and decoration. In 1688, the trees were collected and
sent to Europe for the landscape trade as they were prized for their prickly stems, large showy and aromatic flowers and
distinctive fall color. In the Civil War, extracts of the plant were used to treat wounds as the extract is antimicrobial.

All donations are tax deductible.
The tree is a host plant for 4 species of butterflies and moths and attracts 12 different genera of birds.
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FLOWERING DOGWOOD (Cornus florida):

PEST ALERT: Spotted Lanternfly

Height: 15 to 30 feet
Bloom Time: April to May
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Flower: Showy
Tolerate: Deer, Clay Soil & Black Walnut
Use: Pollinator tree that attracts butterflies and birds

Spread: 15 to 30 feet
Bloom Description: White (bracts)
Suggested Flowering tree
Leaf: Good Fall Color (Red)
Fruit: Showy Red
Native to: Jefferson County

Although the actual flower on this understory tree is insignificant the four white petal-like bracts
surrounding the flower is quite showy. One of the best known trees in Jefferson County and
Appalachia this tree can be used as a specimen plant or for naturalized areas. Its common name derives from its old use as
a treatment of mange in dogs and because the small limbs of the trees were used to make skewers which were once known
as dags or dogs. The Quaker Botanist William Bartram sold significant amounts of these trees and took note of a grove of
them in 1791 that extended unbroken for 10 miles. George Washington has a circle of dogwoods surrounding a Redbud
planted at his home, Mount Vernon. Native Americans used the bark and roots to cure malaria and the berries to make red
dye. Wm. R. Peters & Company advertised in the Steubenville paper in 1856 “wooden rakes, tool handles, mallets, boxes,
and cutting blocks made of the finest dogwood” at their store at 177 Markets Street in Steubenville.
The tree is a host plant for 111 species of butterflies and moths in the greater Jefferson County area including the awesome
Hickory Horned Devil and unique Funerary Dagger Moth. Birds flock to dogwoods for their berries, good nesting branches,
and large quantity of caterpillars to feast upon. Birds such as Pawpaws attract Orioles, Cardinals, Blue Jays, Wrens,
Grosbeaks, Titmouse, Nuthatches, Mockingbirds, Chickadees, Warblers, Robins, Towhees, and Thrushes are common on
this tree.

Identification: The Spotted Lanternfly adult is
approximately 1” long and 1/2” wide at rest. When
extended the wingspan is approximately 2”. The
forewing is grey with black spots and the wings tips
are reticulated black blocks outlined in grey. The hind
wings have contrasting patches of red and black with a
white band. The legs and head are black; the
abdomen is yellow with broad black bands. Immature
stages are black with white spots (1/8”–3/8”) and
develop red patches as they grow (1/2”).
Hosts: In the fall, adults congregate on tree of heaven
(Ailanthus altissima), willows (Salix sp.), and other
trees, in groups of up to 20. Egg masses will be laid on
medium to large trees, on trunk, branches, and limb
bases. After hatching in the spring, nymphs will move
off the tree and search out new hosts, including
several kinds of agricultural crops. In Korea it has
been reported to attack 65 different species, 25+ of
which are known to grow in Pennsylvania.

PERSIMMON (Diospyros virginiana):
Height: 35 to 60 feet
Bloom Time: May to June
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Flower: Showy and Fragrant
Tolerate: Deer, Dry Soil, Clay Soils, Black Walnut

The Spotted Lanternfly, Lycorma delicatula (White), an
invasive planthopper, has been discovered in several
eastern US states, including Ohio. The spotted
lanternfly was first found in Mingo Junction, Ohio, in
October 2020. The Ohio Department of Agriculture
issued quarantine guidelines for anyone traveling from
Cuyahoga and Jefferson counties to reduce the
spread of the invasive spotted lanternfly. This insect
attacks many hosts including grapes, apples, stone
fruits, and tree of heaven and has the potential to
greatly impact the grape, fruit tree, and logging
industries. Early detection is vital for the protection of
Ohio businesses and agriculture.

Spread: 25 to 35 feet
Bloom Description: White/Greenish Yellow
Suggested Use: Fruit Tree/ Wildlife
Attracts: Butterflies & Honey Bees
Native to: Jefferson County

Signs and Symptoms: Trees, such as tree of heaven
and willow, will develop weeping wounds. These
wounds will leave a greyish or black trail along the
trunk. This sap will attract other insects to feed,
notably wasps and ants. In late fall adults will lay egg
masses on host trees and nearby smooth surfaces like
stone, outdoor furniture, vehicles, and structures.
Newly laid egg masses have a grey mud-like covering
which can take on a dry cracked appearance over
time. Old egg masses appear as rows of 30-50
brownish seed-like deposits in 4-7 columns on the
trunk, roughly an inch long.
What to do if you see eggs: Scrape the eggs off,
double bag them, and throw them away. You can also
place the eggs into alcohol or hand sanitizer to kill
them. Please report all destroyed egg masses.
Collect a specimen: Specimens or egg masses can
be turned in to the Ohio Department of Agriculture for
verification. Directions for submission are on the
reverse side of this alert.
Take a picture: A photograph of any life stage
(including egg masses) can be submitted to
agri.ohio.gov/slf, emailed to plantpest@agri.ohio.gov
or via the Great Lakes Early Detection Network.
Report a site: If you can’t take a specimen or
photograph call the Ohio Department of Agriculture
614-728-6400 and leave a message detailing your
sighting and contact information.

The tree is one of the more underrated native tree species which was nearly expatriated from
Jefferson County by agriculture and logging in the late 19th and early 20th century. Jefferson County is
at the northern end of the persimmon range. The tree is great for wildlife with raccoons, wild turkeys,
quail, opossum, deer, foxes, and squirrels feasting on the fruit.
The small edible fruit is the key feature of the tree. The Latin name of the species means “fruit of the gods.” The fruit is
about 2” in diameter and is too soft to ship, so only the few who have the tree can really enjoy. Persimmon fruit is quite
astringent when green, but upon ripening becomes sweet and may be eaten off the tree. Fruits are commonly used in
syrups, jellies, ice creams, breads, puddings, and pies. The leaves of the tree are also used for teas. It is often said that the
fruits are best after being kissed by frost.
In 1816 the Western Herald newspaper out of Steubenville ran a column relating old folklore about persimmon:
Cut as many notches in persimmon twig as you have warts, bury the twig, and when it rots the warts will disappear. Finally:
To cure a fever makes a large thread from the wool of a black sheep or a ewe with a large black spot, fasten it around the
waist of the sickly person, and make the patient walk around a persimmon tree as many times as the days he has been sick.
The tree is a host plant for 46 species of butterflies and moths in the greater Jefferson County area including the Royal
Walnut Moth and Imperial Moth. The persimmon attracts 22 different genera of birds which include wrens, finches, orioles,
cardinals, and thrushes.
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TREES

2022 SPRING TREE & SHRUB SALE
ORDER DEADLINE: Friday, April 29th

PREFFERED METHOD TO ORDER & PAY IS
ONLINE AT www.jeﬀersonswcd.org
IF ORDERING BY FORM
MAKE ORDERS PAYABLE & MAIL TO:

PICK-UP: Thursday, May 5th & Friday, May 6th
from 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

City: ___________________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________
Email: __________________________________________________ Phone: ____________________

The fruit is called the best of all American fruits, and a market for the pawpaw has grown in trendy restaurants.

Total Cost

Pawpaws attract Orioles, Cardinals, Blue Jays, Wrens, Grosbeaks, Titmouse, Nuthatches, Mockingbirds, Chickadees,
Warblers, Towhees, and Thrushes. The blooms attract various native bees and honey bees. The tree is a host plant for 13
species of butterflies and moths in the greater Jefferson County area including the beautiful Zebra Swallowtail.

Trees (3 Gallon/3-4 Feet Tall)
PAWPAW (Asimina triloba)
PAPER BIRCH (Betula papyrifera)
FLOWERING DOGWOOD (Cornus florida)
PERSIMMON (Diospyros virginiana)
VIRGINIA PINE (Pinus virginiana)
DEVIL’S WALKING STICK (Aralia spinosa)
WHITE OAK (Quercus alba)
SHINGLE OAK (Quercus imbricaria)
CHESTNUT OAK (Quercus montana)

(Tax Deductible)

DONATE A TREE

$35
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$25
$25
$25
$30

PAPER BIRCH (Betula papyrifera):
Height: 50 to 75 feet
Bloom Time: April
Suggested Use: Naturalization/ Damp Areas
Flower: Insignificant

BUTTONBUSH (Cephalanthus occidentalis)
OAKLEAF HYDRANGEA (Hydrangea quercifolia)
AMERICAN SPIKENARD (Aralia racemosa)
AMERICAN BEAUTYBERRY (Callicarpa americana)

(Tax Deductible)

DONATE A TREE

Spread: 25 to 35 feet
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Attracts: Wildlife
Leaf: Great Yellow Fall Color

The Paper Birch is a well-known tree and perhaps one of the most beautiful native trees of
America. When thinking of birch most people think of the white peeling bark of the Paper
Birch. Jefferson County is on the extreme southern end of the Paper Birch range, and growth is
usually limited to the 25-30 foot range. The bark comes off in large sheets (and must not be
physically removed as it will leave permanent black scars on the tree). The tree should be planted in a cool moist area in
order to obtain best health and form, or else the tree could become susceptible to disease. Tree has a loose pyramidal
shape and the fall color is a brilliant yellow. The tree is short-lived to 30-50 years.

Shrubs (3 Gallon/2 Feet Tall)
‘BLUE SHADOW’ FOTHERGILLA (Fothergilla gardenia

Spread: 15 to 20 feet
Bloom Description: Deep Purple
Suggested Use: Riparian/ Rain Garden
Leaf: Good Fall Color (Yellow)
Fruit: Edible
Native to: Jefferson County

Pawpaw’s have been in Jefferson County for centuries. In 1749, when the French officer, Pierre Joseph Céloron de
Blainville led an expedition down the Ohio Valley he noted large groves of pawpaw growing for miles before and after the
great crescent of the river (Half Moon north of Steubenville). In 1793, Captain Buskirk was killed after he and his men were
killed by Native Americans hiding in a pawpaw grove outside of present day Mingo Junction. In 1853, slave catchers
petitioned the county to destroy the groves around Mt. Pleasant and Richmond as Jefferson County conductors on the
Underground Railroad hid slaves in the groves and provided the fruit to them for food as they keep and travel well.

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

Quantity

Height: 15 to 20 feet
Bloom Time: April to May
Sun: Full sun to part shade
Flower: Fragrant/Insignificant
Tolerate: Wet Soil
Use: Wildlife, Edible Fruit, Yellow Dye

One of the most unique and forgotten understory trees or large shrubs in native to Jefferson
County and the Eastern United States is the Pawpaw. Indigenous to low bottom woods, wooded
slopes, ravines, and riparian corridors this purple flowered fruit bearing plant spreads by root suckers
and can colonize. The fruit which has a banana-like flavor was a staple in early America.

Jefferson SWCD
PICK-UP LOCATION: JSWCD Office,
500 Market Street, Suite 4
Towers Building Parking Lot
Steubenville, Ohio 43952
740-264-9790
**SUPPLY IS LIMITED**
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Price

PAWPAW (Asimina triloba):

$35
$25
$35
$20
$25
$25

The tree is one of the most used trees both historically and in modern times. The Native Americans of the area used the
trees for medicinal qualities (the sap can cure colds) and for function (the bark was used to clad canoes). The wood is used
now for everything from popsicle sticks to toothpicks to clothespins.
The tree is a host plant for 329 species of butterflies and moths in the greater Jefferson County area including the Luna Moth
and Eastern Tiger Swallowtail. The redbud attracts 19 different genera of birds which include wrens, finches, orioles,
cardinals, and thrushes.

ORDER TOTAL
(Required by the state beginning in 2022) SALES TAX (7.25%)
TOTAL PAYMENT AMOUNT
OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Received _____________ Check # _____________ Cash _____________

Receipt # _____________ Reminder Call _____________ Picked-up _____________
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