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Elaeagnus um' I

DESCRIPTION
Autumn-olive is a fast-growing
shrub or small tree reaching up
to 20 feet tall. Its leaves are small
and oval, dark green on the upper
surface and silvery below. Small
coppery dots occur on stems and
leaves. This shrub has light yellow,
aromatic flowers and produces
large quantities of small, round

red fruits that are readily eaten

and spread by birds.

HABITAT

Autumn-olive can survive in very
poor soils because of its nitrogen-
fixing root nodules. It grows in
disturbed areas, roadsides, pastures,
and fields throughout Ohio,

MANAGEMENT
Stems may be cut and treated with ;
systemic herbicide. Resprouting
will occur, so follow-up control
is necessary. A combination of
hand-pulling, digging, and herbici
treatments is usually necessary.

NATIVE ALTERNATIVES
Black haw (Viburnum prumfohum)
dogwoods (Cornus racemosa, C.
amomum) paw-paw (Asimi



Lonicera maackii, L. tatarica,
L. morrowii, Amur, Tatarian,
Morrow honeysuckle

DESCRIPTION

These upright shrubs can grow 6-15 fee'
height. Each have dark greef, egg—shaped leaves.
The tubular flowers are white on the Amur and
the Morrow (changing to yellow with age), and
pink on the Tatarian honeysuclle. Berries range
from red to orange, occasionally yellow, and are

eaten and dispersed by birds.

HABITAT

The bush honeysuckles inhabit abandoned
fields, roadsides, woodlands, and edges ofie
marshes. Morrow is currently a problem in .
northern Ohio, Amur is found mostly

in southwest Ohio, and Tatarian is
widespread in Ohio.

MANAGEMENT

The best control method is to cut and

treat stumps with systemic herbicide.
Sprouts from cut stems may be treated

with a foliar application of systemic herbicide.
Young shrubs are easy to pull or dig up. Be
aware there is a native bush honeysuckle
(Diervilla lonicera) in Ohio.

NATIVE ALTERNATIVES

Nine-bark (Physocarpus opulifolius), dogwoods
(Cornus racemosa, C. amomum), northern
arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum), winterberry
(llex verticillata), chokeberry (Aronia prunifolia, A.
melanocarpa), and spicebush (Lindera benzoin)

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
Avoid disturbance to natural areas,
including clearing of native plants and
dumping of yard wastes.




Buckthorn

Rhamnus frangula
Glossy (or Shining)

distinctively spotted. Glossy buckthg

has shiny leaves with smooth edges.

has solitary red to purple berr
fruits. European buckthorn lack
fruits and dull green smooth leaves. Both
species are abundant seed producers.

HABITAT -

Glossy bucktho usually occurs in
wetlands, such as or bogs. European
buckthorn generally occurs in a range of
upland habitats, such as forests, woodland

It is not uncommon'to see both species
sharing the same habitat. Bucktl

are most prevalent in central and
northern Ohio.

MANAGEMENT

Cutting and treating stumps or spraying
foliage with a systemic herbicide is the
best method of control. Buckthorns are
very difficult to control due to vigorous
resprouting and a large seedbank.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
Plant native or non-invasive plants in your
yard and garden.




NATIVE ALTERNATIVES

Indian grass (Sorghastrum nutans),
big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii),
prairie cord grass (Spartina pectinata),
and Canada bEUEJomt (Calamagrostls

canadensis)
height. The leavesare smooth, stn'f

and wide with coarse hollow stems.
- The big, plume-like flower head is
grayish-purple when in fruit. It can
~form huge colonies and usually spreads
by sprouting new shoots through
~'underground stems (rhizomes).

HABITAT
Common reed 8rass grows in open

lake shores rtverbanks and d|sturbed
or pol__jutedtf_soals,;often creating pure
stands. It is possible that both native

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
Read the label! Be careful when planting
- seed mixes. Non-native invasive spec;es
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Garlic Mustard

Alliaria petiolata

DESCRIPTION

Garlic mustard is a biennial h

it grows as a rosette of leaves in th

first year and overwinters in this form

Its lifecycle ends in the second year  ©
when it flowers and sets fruits. First-year
rosettes consist of kidney-shaped, garlic-
smelling leaves; the second-year plant can
grow multiple stems up to j

« four-petaled flowers are white and grow
in clusters at the top of the stem. Garlic
mustard produces large quantities of seeds
which can remain viable for seven years or
more.

HABITAT

This woodland plant prefers some shade
but is occasionally found in full sun. It
invades upland and floodplain forests,
savannas, yards,streams, trails, and
roadsides throughout Ohio.

MANAGEMENT

Repeated prescribed burns in oak forests
may be effective. Light infestations of garlic
mustard can be hand-pulled before or at
flowering time. Plants should be removed
from the site after pulling as the seeds may
continue to mature. Systemic herbicides
can be applied to the rosettes in early
spring or late fall.

NATIVE ALTERNATIVES
White baneberry (Actaea pachypoda),
columbine (Aquilegia canadensis), blue

phlox (Phlox divaricata

), and black cohosh




jaﬁanese
Honeysuckle

Lonicera japonica

DESCRIPTION

Japanese honeysuckle is a woody semi-
evergreen vine with opposite, oval leaves.
The flowers grow in pairs, are white to
yellow, and very fragrant. Fruits, also in pai
are purple to black berries. This vine climbs
and drapes over native vegetation, forming
dense Eatches.

s in disturbed

c;de application may be an effecti
trol method. Herbicides can be
lied to the leaves when native plants
dormant. Be aware there are native
imbing honeysuckles in Ohio, such as wild
honeysuckle (Lonicera dioica).

NATIVE ALTERNATIVES
Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia),
wild honeysuckle (Lonicera dioica), and virgin's
bower (Clematis virginiana)

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
Spread the word about the threats of
invasive plants in Ohio and the benefits
provided by native plant communities.




Knotweed

‘Polygonum cuspidatum

DESCRIPTION
This shrub-like herb grows up to 10 feet
tall. Stems are smooth and the pointed
leaves vary from broadly oval to almost
triangular. Flowers are greenish-white
«#* and very small. The seeds are dispersed
by wind. Once established, the plants
spread by a system of underground stems
reaching 60 feet.

HABITAT

Japanese knotweed can grow in a wide
variety of habitats. It is found in open
areas, such as roadsides, streambanks, and
woodland edges. It spreads quickly and
forms dense thickets.

MANAGEMENT

Knotweed is very difficult to control.
Leaves may be sprayed or stems cut and
treated with systemic herbicide.

“

NATIVE ALFERNATIVES

Northern arrowwood (Viburnum
dentatum), black haw (Viburnum prunifolium};
dogwoods (Cornus.racemosa, C. amomum)
and chokeberry (Aronia prunifolia, A.
melanocarpa
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Multiflora Rose

‘Rosa multiflora

DESCRIPTION

Multiflora rose is a dense spreading shrub
with widely arching canes and stiff, curved
thorns.This shrub grows up to 15 feet tall
with alternate, compound leaves of 7-9
oval leaflets. Multiflora rose has numerous
white flowers that produce clusters of
small, red fruits. The fruits (called hips) are
eaten by birds and mammals which help
disperse the seeds.An individual plant can.
produce up to 500,000 seeds per year.

HABITAT
Muluflora rose was formerly plzﬂmt'

areas with weII dramed SOi|S

MANAGEMENT
A long-term management program
of mowing or cutting and treating
stems with systemic herbicide sever

small shrubs also may be effecti

NATIVE ALTERNATIVES

tomentosa), meadowsweet (Sp;rm_a afba)'
and prairie rose (Rosa setigera)

‘ preserves e__ ).







